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Presented by:

Gulfport Little Theatre

April 23, 24, 28, 29, 30 & May 1 at 8 p.m.

April 25 & May 2 at 3 p.m.

Ticket information – 864-7983

www.gulfportlittletheatre.org
A musical play in two acts written by Ronny Broussard and Bill Jones --
If told a little vaudeville show called “The Trial of the Big Bad Wolf,” directed by Barbara Medlock and produced by Gulfport Little Theatre would be judged “Best in the World” at the 1993 International Theater Festival in Korea, would you believe it? Broussard describes that theatrical adventure with his customary sparkle. “People on the Coast raised money so all the actors could make the trip,” he said. “It was remarkable.”
Seventeen years later, Ronny Broussard, who played the lead role of the wolf in that production, is still pinching himself. 
Broussard possesses a few remarkable traits. Not only can he sing, dance, compose and paint like a French impressionist, he has done the hair and television makeup for local celebrities and civic leaders.
Broussard’s enthusiasm toward everyone he meets contributes to an energy level characteristic of a man half his age. It’s difficult to believe this youthful Coast actor, who started performing at age 30, is almost 50 years old.
He was talked into auditioning for his first role — a few lines in “Little Shop of Horrors” — by Chuck Lembright, drama teacher at Gulfport High School. Broussard was “bitten by the bug.” 
He continued to work as a hairdresser while starring in major productions such as KNS’s “Cabaret” at the Saenger Theatre and “Jesus Christ Superstar,” in which he played Judas.
Directing was next. “I got the biggies,” he said, “‘Steel Magnolias,’ ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ and 
‘Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.’”
Born and raised in Biloxi, Broussard was educated in Catholic schools with virtually no exposure to plays or theater. But he liked to perform and jokingly urged his mother to take him to California — “to be discovered,” he said. When he was 22, he started guitar lessons and wrote his first song, “Time.”
The songs that came into in Broussard’s head — often in unexpected spots and at odd times — gradually became the motivation for the play.

In 2006, when he was associated with Biloxi Little Theatre, Broussard went to the board of directors with an idea. “I didn’t even have a script,” he said, “but I had written all these songs and wanted to do a musical about a play within a play.”

Judy Madden, board president at that time, suggested the title. Since breaking into song on a moment’s notice is easy for Broussard, he sang “A Little Lullaby” for the board. They loved it. 
That year the first version of “A Place by the River” opened to rave reviews at Biloxi Little Theatre.

Two weeks after it closed, the lyrics for “A Little Piece of Heaven” came to Broussard while driving down U.S. 49. “I saw in my mind how it could be performed,” he said.

Broussard realized he had to rewrite “A Place by the River.”

“I knew it could be better, deeper, more real. I didn’t have a choice,” he said.

The place in the title is one family’s secret spot for falling in love and proposing. Broussard had to incorporate this story into the larger one of a director auditioning actors for roles in the imaginary play, as well as to fit all his songs into the blended production.

With the support of Bill Jones, everything came together.

Broussard’s new production opens at Gulfport Little Theatre on April 23. Musical director is John Westley Hodges, who “has turned my songs into extravaganzas,” Broussard said. Kelly Norris plays the director, with Matthew Mavar as Joe and Pam Jones as Alice.

“The cast is very close,” Broussard said. “It’s an unbelievable set of singers and dancers. They’re putting everything they’ve got into the production.”

The same thing can be said of Broussard. Not bad for a former wolf. 

Excerpts from Sun Herald article by MARTHA MABEY – March 22, 2010
[image: image2.png]


 
    SHOW BIZ KIDZ KORNER
   ATTENTION! ATTENTION! ATTENTION!
Kids Korner is proud and happy to announce that the Show Biz Kidz November production will be DISNEY'S, MY SON PINOCCHIO: Gipetto's Musical Tale! Directed by Bryce Russell.
This is the classic tale of a toy maker and his puppet Pinocchio who goes on a magical
journey from an awkward puppet to a real live boy.
Production dates are: November, 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14.  November 16 at the Mississippi Coast Coliseum.  Stay tuned, more details later.
                                Lee Green Pope,
Youth Director
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       Bio of Member of Board of Trustees
         When Dot McDaniel asked me to provide my bio for the April, 2010 GLT newsletter, my first thought was “why in the world would anyone be interested in my background?” But then I realized that I would be a good example to let people know that they do not have to have a background in theatre to have a role in of GLT.
           I was born in Gulfport, the youngest of 7 children. I am a product of the Gulfport school system, graduating in the class of 1957. Due to the draft, I joined the Naval Reserve in my senior year rather than take a chance of being drafted into the Army. I was supposed to go onto active duty as soon as I graduated but for some reason I did not get orders.      

I worked on a deep sea fishing boat out of Gulfport Harbor until the boat went into the shipyard for maintenance at the end of the year.  By this time, I had an epiphany and realized that working as a deckhand on a fishing boat was not going to let me keep my high school sweetheart, now my wife, in the manner to which her parents had made her accustomed.  So I started college at Perkinston Junior College in January, 1958. I married my wife Peggy in November of that year and continued at Perk until summer of 1959. I transferred to Mississippi Southern College (now USM) in the fall of that year and finished in June 1961.  
Still thinking the Navy had forgotten me, I went to work full time for the CPA firm where I worked part-time while going to Southern. By this time we had 2 children. I was jerked back to reality when I came home one afternoon and found a set of orders to report to a destroyer in Charleston, SC. I applied for and was accepted to the Navy Officer Candidate Program in Newport, RI. I was commissioned as an Ensign in February 1962 and started a new adventure in my life.

My Navy career lasted a total of 32 years, including my 4 1/2 years in the Naval Reserve.  While in the Navy, we had two more children.  We lived all over the world, but our roots were deep in Gulfport and we picked it as our final homeport. I received orders to report as the Supply Officer at the Naval Oceanographic Office at Stennis Space Center, Bay St. Louis, MS and reported in June 1986. I retired from there in January 1989.
            My wife and I also opened a decorator fabric business in Gulfport in September 1986 (Classy Coverups, Inc.). I first got involved in GLT when we took out an ad in the GLT program. This put us squarely in the sights of our old family friends Bob and Mary Bailey. Bob called me one day and asked if I would be interested in getting involved in the GLT by serving on the board. Even though I had never been involved in theatre in any way, I said yes. I soon found out being a board member was not an honorary position. They actually expected you to work! I had Programs and Concessions and then finally a year as Chairman. I gained a real appreciation for community theatre and have been in awe of the vast talent we have on the beautiful Mississippi Gulf Coast and the dedication of the people who year after year keep GLT the best community theatre on the Coast.

After retirement from the Navy, I became the Executive Director of the Mississippi Contract Procurement Center, a private non-profit organization that helps Mississippi obtain federal, state, and local government contracts. I had 4 offices in Mississippi other than the main office in Gulfport which required a great deal of travel.  I also became an adjunct profession at the Jeff Davis Campus of the Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, teaching Introduction to Business. In addition, our business grew from 1 store to 3. As a result of this additional workload I took a long hiatus from participation in things associated with GLT. I eventually discontinued all outside jobs and concentrated full time, along with my wife, in keeping Classy Coverups, Inc. running.  

Shortly after we sold the stores in 2007, Betty Lou Watkins called me and asked if I would fill the unexpired term as a Trustee at GLT. Since I had no other things occupying my time, I agreed, and that is why you are now reading my bio in the GLT newsletter.    
                                                 Skip Ryland
P.S. From Betty Lou:

It was Bob Daniels’ idea for me to make that call!!
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Memoirs


My first experience with GLT was in 1969 when I played the role of the French Maid in “Gypsy.” Barbara Salloum had the lead role and has been my special friend since that time. Barbara says that when this show was cast, Mrs. Baxley said that something terrible would happen when strippers were portrayed on stage. She may have been right ------ Hurricane Camille came to Gulfport on August 17, 1969.


My children were both in the production of “The Wizard of Oz” directed by Mrs. Baxley in August of 1969. It was the last production in the Little Theatre building at the foot of Highway 49.


Several active members of the theater group helped prepare an old store on Second Street for the new home for the theater. Many plays were presented there ---- including “I Never Sang For My Father,” directed by Maria Watson. The play starred Mac Gibbs and George Schlogel – to name just two. I was fortunate to play the role of George’s sister. Warren McDaniel took a cutting of the play to MTA and SETC Community Theatre Competition. I didn’t travel with the group but this play toured several places and received many great awards.


Linda Koury and I did props and worked backstage for “You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown” while at the Second Street location. One memorable performance, I forgot the peanut butter and jelly sandwich prop. With very little time to spare, I rushed to my friend, Barbara Salloum’s house. She had dinner guests, but quickly made the sandwich for me. Thank goodness, she lived close to the theater.    


When property was donated, I served on the Building Committee for the present Gulfport Little Theatre. That was a very exciting time for all of us. I think we were still putting in the carpet and doing extra jobs when the first play was presented there.

I have been very fortunate to work with many important people at GLT. Warren McDaniel directed me in some plays. I was on stage with Dot Eaton, G.L. Douglas, Tommy Meek and Charles Kennedy, to name a few, and I worked with George Leggett on various tasks.

I served on the Membership Committee under Barbara Salloum as Chairman of GLT. What a wonderful time we had!!

While I was Chairman of GLT, I worked backstage during “Hello Dolly” and “Mame” starring Barbara. It was during this time of “Mame” that Barbara introduced me to my husband, Dave Vincent. Barbara has always been a big part of my life at GLT and also on a personal basis.

My active years with the Gulfport Little Theatre have been very rewarding. I’ve just moved on to other challenges now --- like my business, “As You Like It.”

I will always treasure the memories and friendships made at GLT and will continue to enjoy the productions there.


June Vincent
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Last play for the 2009-2010 Season
        Somebody Save My Baby Ruth
              Directed by Brandy Mills
                 June 4-6, 11-13, 2010
Get ready for an exciting season next year!!
Renew your membership early.
2010-2011 Proposed Plays

AIDA (Youth Version)
July 9, 10, 11 and 16, 17, 18

Directed by Chester Delacruz

CHICKEN EVERY SUNDAY 
September 4, 5, 6, and September 11, 12, 13
Director Brandy Miles

DRACULA, the Musical 
October 8, 9, 10 and 15, 16, 17
Directed by Barbara Medlock

DISNEY'S GEPETTO AND SON 
November, 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14. November 16 at the Mississippi Coast Coliseum.  
Directed by Bryce Russell 

THE NIGHT OF JANUARY 16 
January 14, 15, 16 and 21, 22, 23, 2011
Directed by Lee Green Pope

AN EVENING OF SONDHEIM 
February 18, 19, 20 and 25, 26, 27
Director TBA
JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR 

April 8, 9, 10 and 15, 16, 17. 2011
Directed by Chester Delacruz

MASTER HAROLD AND THE BOYS 
May 13, 14, 15 and 20, 21, 22, 2011 

Director TBA

                      IT IS TIME!!
            It is time to be thinking about nominations for the 2010 -2011 - 65th Season of GLT Board of Directors to be elected during the June General Membership meeting. If you are willing to serve on the Board, please notify a member of the present board or if a member of the Nominating Committee calls you, please accept. New faces, new ideas and willingness to work are key ingredients to the future of GLT.

Other nominations are also needed for the Tommy Gilbert Award, the Bailey-Leggett Award and the Wall of Fame Award.

The Tommy Gilbert Award:

Criteria for selection of Tommy Gilbert Award include:

. Member in good standing of Gulfport Little Theatre

. Made the most significant contributions to the success of Gulfport Little Theatre during the past season.

Prior recipients are not eligible for nomination.

The Bailey-Leggett Award:

Criteria for selection of Bailey-Leggett Award include:

. Having made a major and generally identified contribution to Gulfport Little Theatre 

. Current and past active member of the theatre for a significant number of years

. Taken an active role in participating and in promoting the image of Gulfport Little Theatre

. Served in GLT leadership positions


The Wall of Fame Award

Criteria for selection of the Wall of Fame Award include:

A deceased member who contributed much to the success of Gulfport Little Theatre by his/her long-time active participation and contributions to Gulfport Little Theatre. 

You may submit your nominations by calling the Gulfport Little Theatre office at 228-864-7983 or by e-mail – dottieemc@cableone.net or retpenpal@gmail.com or bwatkins@balch.com 
A message from the Chairman
Don Moore  April 13, 2010

My three year tenure on the Board of Directors is coming up in June, and it makes me reflect on the legacy of Gulfport Little Theatre. When you think about its date of origin, you have to go 
back to 1946.  WOW!  In 1946, B.B. King’s musical career began, Bill Clinton was born, and the average yearly income was $2,500, and you could buy a new home for $5,600. The cost of a 
new car was $1,125, and the bikini was introduced in Paris. And in this same year, on November 21, The Night of January 16 was produced at Gulfport Little Theatre. I could go on, but it really helps me realize what an asset we have in GLT, not only with the history of the theatre but with the levels of commitment I see every day from the Board Members and Trustees. These are people who have dedicated
more years than I and who want to see GLT progress and remain a viable part of the performing arts community. With the 
multiplicity of options that exist today, it is a
GULFPORT LITTLE THEATRE   
 PO BOX 567

GULFPORT, MS. 39502   
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                 GLT
struggle. But it is also heartwarming to see the loyal patrons who come to every performance. It’s great to witness the grassroots involvement of young people who are driven to perform in ShowBizKids and participate in the activities of our theatre. This is so encouraging, because the future of the theatre is in their hands.  

On an even more exciting note, take a look at the upcoming slate of productions for 2010-2011.  Musicals are always demanding, but they engage more people and draw crowds. We will present Aida this summer, Dracula the Musical in October, An Evening of Sondheim in February, and Jesus Christ Superstar in April, around Easter. I said WOW at the top of this article, and I say it again. This is an exciting list of musical productions. To finish the slate, we have Chicken Every Sunday, Disney’s Gepetto and Son, and Master Harold and the Boys. The production of note is The Night of January 16, which we are bringing back in January. In fact, one of the show dates is January 16. In 1946, this play was directed by Lee Zollman. In 2011, 65 years later, it will be directed by our very own Lee Green Pope. It’s a great production, where the outcome in a courtroom setting is determined by the audience.*

Although I still have a couple of months to go, I am so encouraged by the direction of the theatre and the emails I am receiving from people wanting to volunteer their services. Looking to the new season, I am already blocking out calendar dates to attend all the shows. Of course, I encourage you, our patrons, to do the same. Remember to go to www.gulfportlittletheatre.org for information and to sign up for our email blasts while you are on site. Your support and involvement in GLT is so vitally important. I look forward to attending plays at GLT for years to come. I have to realize that in another 65 years, I will be 121, so I may need some help getting to my seat and getting out of it at the conclusion. But, I certainly look forward to seeing all of you there.  

*Disclaimer:  Plays and directors subject to change
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